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And one more thing: community
health centers have a well-deserved
reputation for caring and Kkindness.
They offer a direct and personal style
of health care. They follow up. They
care about prevention and wellness.

So I am deeply grateful to Executive
Director Ron Kemp, to President Bev-
erly Simone of Southeastern Commu-
nity College, to the center’s dedicated
board members, to Ted Boesen, execu-
tive director of the Iowa/Nebraska Pri-
mary Care Association, and to all the
other people who made this new facil-
ity possible. They work their hearts
out to provide the very best health
care to some of our most needy citi-
zens. I deeply appreciate their passion,
their compassion, and their dedication
to public service.

————
HONORING LAS PLANTADAS
e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President,

today I wish to honor Las Plantadas, a
group of women incarcerated for resist-
ing the dictatorial regime of Cuba for
nearly half a century. The National As-
sociation of Cuban American Women
will gather on Saturday, March 24, 2007,
to honor a group of Las Plantadas—
Ana Lazara Rodriguez, Miriam Ortega,
Genoveva Felixgraw, Clara Berta Can-
ton Gomez, Olga Morgan and Gladys B.
Campaneria Herrera—with the Elena
Mederos Award during a Women’s His-
tory Month Celebration at Schuetzen
Park, in North Bergen, NJ.

The Elena Mederos Award was insti-
tuted by the National Association of
Cuban American Women in memory of
Dr. Elena Mederos, 1900-1981, a human
rights activist, who is considered the
most prominent Cuban woman of the
20th Century.

Ana Lazara Rodriguez, a doctor, was
imprisoned when she was a 19-year-old
medical student for participating in
protests against the Cuban dictator-
ship. She was released in 1979 and trav-
eled to the United States via Costa
Rica. In May 1995, she published ‘‘Diary
of a Survivor,” a book detailing her ex-
periences while incarcerated.

Miriam Ortega was born in Ciego de
Avila, Cuba. She was imprisoned for 18
years for working against the Castro
regime. She was released and moved to
the United States, where she continues
in her determination to fight for a free
Cuba.

Clara Berta Canton Gomez was born
in Havana, Cuba. In 1962, State security
agents searched the home of her par-
ents seeking her brother who was in-
volved in efforts against the Castro re-
gime. Because they did not speak
against their family member, Clara
and her parents were incarcerated and
sentenced to serve 30 years in prison.
Released after 7 years, Clara has dedi-
cated her time to fight for the release
of political prisoners. She dreams of re-
turning to see a free Cuba.

Olga Morgan was born in Santa
Clara, Las Villas. When she was work-
ing against the Batista dictatorship,
she met her husband, William Alex-
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ander Morgan, with whom she has two
children, Olguita and Loretta. Olga and
her husband were imprisoned in 1960
and 1961. Her husband was executed
with the regime proclaiming both he
and Olga a ‘“‘high risk for the revolu-
tion.” Olga was released in 1971, and
after being denied a travel document in

1978, she reached the shores of the
United States in the 1980 Mariel
boatlift.

Gladys B. Campaneria Herrera was
born in Matanzas and raised in Havana.
Between 1959 to 1963 she fought against
the Castro regime, for which she was
arrested in 1964 and sentenced to 3
years in prison. While she was in pris-
on, she suffered greatly. She was re-
leased and moved to the United States,
where she has lived in New York and
worked in New Jersey as a reporter for
various Spanish media outlets. An avid
writer, Gladys has authored more than
150 poems and songs. She continues to
fight for a free Cuba.

The inspiring stories of these women,
and of the nearly 3000 other Cuban
women who have been imprisoned, tor-
tured, and endured many punishments
for refusing to accept a dictatorial re-
gime are a symbol of the dignity and
courage of women and a reminder of
the need to continue to fight for
human rights around the world.

There is no doubt that Las Plantadas
are exemplary leaders and profoundly
committed individuals who are role
models for the Nation. Therefore, I am
pleased to pay tribute to Las
Plantadas, and I know my colleagues
will join in wishing them continued
success in their quest for human rights
and a free Cuba.e

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE ELSIJANE
TRIMBLE ROY

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, every
year during the month of March, we
honor the women who have made a
lasting impact on our country’s history
with Women’s History Month. This
month, I want to pay tribute to a true
Arkansas pioneer who passed away ear-
lier this year, Judge Elsijane Trimble
Roy.

Judge Roy has been referred to as
“Arkansas’ Lady of Many Firsts.” Only
the third woman to graduate from the
University of Arkansas law school in
1939, Judge Roy was the first female in
the state of Arkansas to be appointed
as circuit judge in 1966. In 1975, then-
Governor David Pryor appointed Judge
Roy to the Arkansas Supreme Court,
making her the first woman to serve as
an Arkansas Supreme Court Justice.
Just 2 years later, newly elected Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter selected Judge Roy
to serve on the Federal bench, and she
was given the distinct honor of becom-
ing Arkansas’ first female Federal
judge, as well as the first female judge
appointed to the eighth Circuit.

The daughter of Federal judge Thom-
as C. Trimble, Judge Roy and her fa-
ther also held the distinction of being
the first father and daughter to serve
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as Federal judges. In fact, Judge Roy
served in the same courtroom that her
father presided over for nearly 20 years.
She often mentioned that she could
feel his presence, and in a 1996 inter-
view with the Arkansas Democrat Ga-
zette, she noted that “‘It’s meant so
much to me to be able to try cases in
the same court. I look up there, and he
helps me with the hard cases.”

A gifted athlete who loved sports,
Judge Roy was a star player for the
Lonoke High School basketball team
in Lonoke, AR, and was a two-time
women’s singles champion at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas.

Judge Roy was devoted to both her
family and her faith. She was a proud
mother, grandmother, and later in life,
a great-grandmother. Judge Roy was
also an aunt to many nieces and neph-
ews. She was a longtime member of
First Baptist Church in Lonoke and
taught Sunday school class when she
lived in Blytheville, AR. According to
her obituary, Judge Roy gave credit to
the Lord for her many judicial appoint-
ments, saying, ‘I have always felt 1
have been brought to these positions
by the Lord.” The center of her faith
was her favorite Bible verse, Micah 6:8,
which reads, “What does the Lord re-
quire of you but to do justice, love
and walk humbly with your

A truly remarkable woman, Judge
Roy received many honors in her life,
including the Outstanding Appellate
Judge of 1976-1977 by the Arkansas
Trial Lawyers Association. One honor,
however, stands out above others. In
1976, Judge Roy was chosen as Arkan-
sas Democrat’s Woman of the Year, a
distinction her mother also earned. She
received a plaque for that honor, and in
a 1979 Arkansas Democrat article,
Judge Roy said, “If anything is ever
written about me, I want it to contain
the words on that plaque. Throughout
my career, the things written there are
the things I have lived for.”

The plaque reads:

As a law clerk, lawyer, and trial judge,
Elsijane Trimble Roy established a reputa-
tion for integrity, intelligence, and inde-
pendence. As the first woman on the Arkan-
sas Supreme Court, she has become a symbol
of pride and inspiration to all women.

Judge Roy, you have been a source of
pride and inspiration to all women, not
only in Arkansas, but throughout our
great land. You will most certainly be
missed.e®

———————

DIERKS, ARKANSAS, CELEBRATES
100TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with
the greatest pleasure that today I
honor Dierks, AR, which will soon be
celebrating its 100th anniversary.
Dierks is located in Howard County
which lies in the southwestern part of
my State. It was named after a German
family that immigrated to the United
States in the mid-1800s. The family es-
tablished a major sawmill known as
Hardscrabble, and when the commu-
nity was incorporated in 1907, it
changed its name to Dierks.
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